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Abraham  Lincoln's  Political 
Career  Through  1860 


River  &  Harbor  Convention 


Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other  sources 


Fronn  the  files  of  the 
Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 
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Lincolit  Met  Greeley  In 
1847  At  Rivers,  Parley 

On  a  trip  to  Chicaao  m  1847  to 
attend  the  rivers  an^i  harbors  con- 
vention, Abraham  Lincoln  first  met 
Horace  Greeley  of  the  New  York 
Tribune,  Thurlow  Weed  of  the  Al- 
bany Journal  and  Edward  Bates  of 
Missouri,  who  was  to  become  his 
attorney-general.  These  men  later 
played  large  roles  in  the  nation's 
future    and    Lincoln's    career.  I 
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Raynolds's  expedition  to  the  Yellowstone,  and  with  the  at  GOO D- 
party  that  laid  out  a  direct  route  from  Denver  to  Great  SPEED'S 
Salt  Lake.  He  measured  distances  on  the  Bozeman  Trail 
and  guided  the  Powder  River  expeditions  of  1865-6. 
He  found  time  to  marry,  successively,  three  Indian 
women,  and  was  cosmopolitan  in  his  tastes,  choosing 
a  Flathead,  a  Ute,  and  a  Snake. 

As  John  Filson  was  the  first  to  put  Daniel  Boone  on 
paper,  the  first  substantial  account  of  James  Bridger 
was  written  by  General  Grenville  M.  Dodge,  builder  of 
the  Pacific  Railroad  and  staunch  friend  of  the  great 
Mountain  Man.  The  General's  biography,  which  was 
pubhshed  in  pamphlet  form  in  1905,  is  tolerable  sceerce. 
You'll  find  it  among  the  other  Westerners  on  page  1 1  of 
this  number. 

ABE  LINCOLN  IN  CHICAGO 

IN  the  month  that  Kit  Carson  was  traveling  East  from 
the  California  wars  to  receive  a  handshake  and  a  lieu- 
tenancy from  President  Polk,  Abe  Lincoln  was  blacken- 
ing his  sights  to  draw  bead  on  the  same  Chief  Executive. 
Polk  had  recently  vetoed  a  bill  for  internal  improve- 
ments and  the  Whigs  of  the  nation  had  decided  to  hold 
a  powwow  to  see  what  could  be  done  about  it.  "As  to 
what  1  and  everybody  else  are  doing,"  Lincoln  wrote  to 
a  friend,  "I  am  preparing  to  go  to  the  Chicago  River  & 
Harbor  Convention." 

Lincoln  was  about  right.  Twenty  thousand  Whigs 
were  converging  on  the  "commercial  emporium"  of  the 
West.  That  was  more  people  than  there  were  in  the  whole 
city  of  Chicago.  Dr.  Barton  writes  that  before  1921, 
when  he  himself  mentioned  it,  no  biographer  of  Lincoln 
had  paid  any  attention  to  the  great  convention.  Yet  it 
was  an  important  occasion  for  the  young  congressman- 
elect,  the  only  successful  Whig  candidate  from  the  Prai- 
rie State.  It  was  his  first  visit  to  Chicago,  his  first  impres- 
sion of  the  world  beyond  the  Eighth  Circuit,  and  his 
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THE  first  chance  to  orate  on  something  like  a  national 
MONTH  hook-up.  There  he  first  met  Horace  Greeley  and,  what 
was  perhaps  more  significant,  Greeley  first  met  Lincoln.' 
He  met  also  the  presiding  officer,  Edward  Bates,  who,' 
fourteen  years  later,  was  to  become  his  attorney-general. 
And  here,  though  he  was  only  thirty-eight,  he  got  his 
nickname,  "Old  Abe."  A  nickname,  when  not  down- 
right derogatory,  is  a  political  asset. 

Among  Chicago's  twenty  thousand  visitors  were  dele- 
gates from  most  of  the  states,  including  faraway  Florida. 
The  throng  put  a  strain  on  the  galluses  of  the  young  city. 
The  visitors,  overflowing  the  hotels  and  lodging  houses, 
slept  in  private  homes  or  on  the  river  boats  in  which 
they  had  come.  The  eastern  papers  sent  correspondents, 
among  them  Greeley  and  Thurlow  Weed.  There  was  a 
big  parade  with  bands,  military  companies,  and  the  Chi- 
cago fire  department.  Cannons  boomed.  It  was,  said 
Greeley,  the  biggest  shindig  ever  held  in  America,  and 
Chicago  was  a  city  of  destiny.  "Go  West,  young  man." 
In  the  big  convention  tent  set  up  in  the  Court  House 
Square  on  July  5,  6,  and  7,  1847,  sat  Abe  Lincoln  as  one 
of  three  delegates  from  Sangamon  County.  He  wore 
a  thin,  short-waisted  swallow-tail  and  pantaloons  that 
fluttered  too  high  above  his  ankles,  brogans  over  woolen 
socks,  and  a  straw  hat.  "David  Dudley  Field  mildly  crit- 
icized one  enthusiastic  resolution  as  too  broad,"  writes 
Beveridge,  "and  Lincoln  answered  in  some  brief  re- 
marks to  which  nobody  seems  to  have  paid  much  at- 
tention." But  Greeley  mentioned  it:  "Hon.  Abraham 
Lincoln,  a  tall  specimen  of  an  Ilhnoian,  just  elected  to 
Congress  from  the  only  Whig  District  in  the  State,  was 
caUed  out  and  spoke  briefly  and  happily  in  reply  to  Mr. 
Field." 

At  Chicago  in  1847  was  pubhshed  a  pamphlet,  Pro- 
ceedings of  the  Harbor  and  River  Convention,  Held  at 
Chicago,  July  Fifth,  1847;  Together  with  a  Full  List  of 
Names  of  Delegates  in  Attendance:  Letters  Read  at  the 
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Convention,  and  a  Detailed  Appendix.  Published  by  Order  AT  GOOD- 
of  the  Convention.  It  is  an  octavo  of  79  pages  and  is,  of  SPEED'S 
course,  scarce.  Our  copy  is  in  its  original  printed  wrap- 
pers, in  which  short  tears  have  been  repaired.  On  page 
17  you'U  find  the  name  of  the  Sangamon  County  dele- 
gates, including  that  of  the  "Hon  A  Lincoln."  (On  page 
14,  among  the  delegates  from  Kendall  County,  is  "Nor- 
man Dodge."  The  name  is  familiar  but  we  can't  seem 
to  place  the  gentleman.)  $35.  (For  other  Lincolniana 
see  "American  Medley"  in  this  issue.) 


N.  W.  View  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church 
NewburyporT;  Mass. 
"In  which  are  deposited  the  remains  of  Rev.  George  Whitefield, 
Including  a  distant  view  of  the  house  in  which  he  died."  Lithograph 
by  Bufford  after  W.  S.  Bartlet,  \A\  by  lOi  inches  (including  good 
margins).  New  York  [1838-40].  $2.50 
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7,  1847,  was  a  galfoccasion  L  .>,  1  '"  -^"^^  ^'  ^'  ^"^ 
Lincoln's  early^poHtSr  xperients"  f  "  ''  ^'^^"^"^ 
think  of  a  public  meeting  Xch  was"  nf  ''  ^^P^^^^^^^  *<> 
;n  his  development  as  a  mfg  and  W  "»P«rtance 

leader,  than  this  Chicago  assemblt  of  I  ^'  ^  ^^P^^lican 
statesmen.  assembly  of  America's  leading 

would  hav'e  apprtr'ated'  t^er^TnrZd??  ^T 
improvement  of  rivers  and  harbois    Th«  In  "*'    *^^ 

by  the  President  on  December  15  ig]^  T\  T-  ^'*"'^ 
ate  y  brouffht  ahnnf  o  .u      T  '  ^^^'  ^"'^  ^^  immedi- 

be  Placed  upon  s:'^::^::^:^:^^  ^^^-^^ 

mternal  improvements.  One  eroun  h?irTu  ,  "^"""^ 
dent  was  known  as  the  ".trt?f  ^  ^^^^  ^^  *^^  P^^si- 
opponents  asZ  Aoose"  con.tl'T*^"^*^^"^^*^  ^"^  t^^^^^ 
more  than  the  age  Ton^  trutle  beT'*"  ''  ""^  "°*^^"^ 
and  liberals.  Polk  commentp/fi  ff^f "  conservatives 
Constitution  "conferrTu„on  tb  f  .''  f^  "°*  *^^"^^  ^^^ 
power  to  cons^uet  ^frl^^"  ilttri^j^r^^^^^  "^ 

0  Jntrf::t:;:i^osTo?  ^  ------  itLing 

the  question  and  especiallv  tfi;"?  "  ^"'"'  ^^"""^  °" 
which  would  acquair  :  Ve  Jen,  with  .f  °"*^^?^°" 
sentiment  of  the  people  towards  h7stetj^  S7"'"f 
dissatisfaction  with  the  President'.,  tlf  ?^   "'''^* 

region  of  the  Great  Tavf;  i?  f  ^^'^  '^^"'^  ^^o"»  the 
unable  to  deveSran  adtoL^  hTrbo'r'  '"*'°"*^^^  -^- 
that  Buffalo  was  the  home  of  the  1^'^''"-  ^''  '"'' 
convention  and  the  fnrthT  ?     ,         ^*  sponsor  of  the 

as  the  Place  of  teetWhrt  f ""''"""  ''  '^^^'^^^^ 
shipping  interest  TpeSent  on  tt.'^^^^^  ''  *^« 

waters  and  the  river,  fl.  ^""^^^  ^°^'^«  «f  inland 

other  important  factor  wT"^.  '"^     "'  '"*  "^  *^^™-  ^ne 

theRiver^nttJrE^rrd^ 

the  chairman  of  the  meeting  Wih  Mr  Wir'  "^f,  ™^^" 

Hall,  an  eastern  man   of  luffl  nf^  '^"^  ^^'^'^^ 

convocation,  and  a  westet  man    L         """T"'''  "^  *'^^ 

together  with  the  seSnTch  eaToTtlrn^™^^ 

meeting,  evervthine-  wqc  c.^+  ^      '""^cago  as  the  place  of 

to  be/„'  the  !ii:izn:rjz:::zToi  rr\"°" 

came  on  Sunday  Siorious  lourth  of  July  which 

mented  by  crafts  Xin^  r"""''  '"^  ''''''  ^^^«  «"PPle- 

thousands   of  deLate"  ^         ""''*''"  "^'''-  ^"^^^^^' 
several  stage  lit  fnto  r\         °^^^   *^^   ^^^^^^n   trails 

tion  including  a  dailv  clS^  ff  ""'^  ^'^^^^^  ^"  ^P^^a- 
Ti,     T>      •  ^  ^°^^b  between  Detroit  anH  ri,;L 

hots":nTrb?stlTe:^^  ^^"^  *-^  ablt?o^,^:Yht 
trip  from  ili.^UttV:Z:Z.'l  "^^^"  ^^^  ^^« 


OrvSrerB^tf^tVSTe'^nr^^^  ^  '--  *« 
"I  am  preparing  to  atteld  tt  nv  """'^"^  ^"  ^  ^"^^  «"e: 
Convention."  H^  muft  have  w.  ^^^  ^^^'^  ^^  harbor 
reach  there  for  the  openLJt  '"*  -""'^  '  ^"  °^<^«r  *« 
amount  of  time  for  the   "tm-..  ^"'^  ^^*^  ^  ««J^aI 

for  at  least  ten  dLs  Tht  1  ^'^  T ?  ^^^«  been  away 
visit  to  the  city  of  Chicago  '''"^"^'^  ^^"'^^^"'^  ^^^t 

nottr::pitiS^  b7t;::r:h:v^^^  5^--  ^- 

of  Lincoln's  early  yearfin  1^17  t^  "'^  *"'^  ^^^  ^^^^y 
really  served  as  a  stere"  0!^..  ^^\-^°^f"I  «Pectacle 
was  able  to  look  from  a  3  ^'"- -  ""^''^  *^'  ^^'' 
perspective  at  the  vasreconnT-  ^"'^  ^^*^""*°  unobserved 

Horace  Greeley'^ht  N^ S^Sunf  f  ''^  "^^^^ 
convention  as  the  laro-p«f  ™.  .        f  "bune  refers  to  the 

America.  Som  estimates  of  th!  "'  T^  "^*^^^^^  ^ 
placed  at  25,000  although  Chi  agoTelf"  ftr'  "- 
had  a  population  of  but  16,000  *^^*  *™^ 

Previous   to  the  first   session   «-f  fi, 
Monday.  July  5   a  mammoJ^r    /  ^^   convention   on 
in  the  mornL'in  whSh  mosf  of  .'."'Z/''™^'  ^*  ^'-^O 

Pated.    Naval  ^nitsT'mnitTr?  groups 'tfe"  ^^^'?"- 
musical  organizations,  etc     heltS  +f '  •  ^""^P^^^es, 

occasion.  Lincoln  marked  ks  one  of  ^/'!^  "°^°"  ^'^  ^^« 
from  Sangamon  County  '^  ^'^^  '^'''  ^^^^^^tes 

outstndini  ?oStadet"'w"^"^  °'  *^^  -«-'« 
known  in  tL  W^rpai^^^^^^  ''^'"""^   "^^"   ^«" 

Bates,   Colfax,   B?bb',^S;.t   sTeTa^t^aS^^^^^^^ 
nrsTonl^ef  ^:  ^Z^^  whl\"LrwoZ 
many   of  the   politLTI.S    ^^"^^"^ced  that  there  were 
meeting  Lincolf  nasLch  f^^^"   ^"^^^^  ^^^ward   to 

Congretman   fU" Te^only^  Whirdii^er^%;^.^^*^^ 

acquaintances  made  here  would  nnf      ^  ^.     '"   "*'"°^^' 

when  he  arrived  in  Wal?"f         "^''^  ^™  ^  ^t^^^^er 

The    grea     ciimax    of    T  S    ";  f""""'^^  "^''"^^^  l^*^-- 

Convention  camf  rTu:La^yT  r^LHSTwf    T 
was  invited  to  renlv  +«  o„  "'"xnmg,  jujy  6,  when  he 

of  Polk's  staiiiv  u^poTtr  *;h:  SoT'd™^'; '^  °"« 

Field,  then  recognized  as  '^bT:.    !  ^'^''^  ^"^'^^ 

at  the  AmericaJbar "  TT  ^      commanding  figure 

Lincoln's   reTrand^^e^^ht  ^Snt  t  h'^^^^^   ^^ 
report:  "Hon.  Abraham  Lincoln    a  T.Tl  '   "^"^^ 

Illinoian,  just  elected  To  Congress  ffoi, '^^^^^^  °^  ^" 

district  in  the  State  was  caUed  o,fr     ^       T^^  ^^^^ 
and  happily  in  reply  t^Mr!  Field  ''      "'  '^°''  '"^"^ 

We  do  not  have  preserved  the  speech  that  Mr  T  ,->,     1 
gave  but  we  can  be  as^ir^^rl  +v,of  iT  '  ^^coln 

navigation  of  the  Sangamon  River    if  if 'u'^"  ^^^ 
a  calendar  of  "Red  leftTn       J       J^  ^'"^«^"  ^^^  left 

it  is  very  certain  that  the  dat^f  The  ?b°""  ^".^^"^"^^' 
Harbor  Convention  would  be  included.  ""  """"  '"' 
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tion  of  the  Illinois  Late  Lib^y  )  "  '""''"^"^  °'  *'  ^^*^"^^  2^^" 

THE  INTERNAL  IMPROVEMENT  SYSTEM  OF  1837 

-tteIpt\lTyl'i:LItZlTe7r^^^^^^^^^  .^^""^^^^   ^    ^^^^    --   ^he   first 

tion  improvemer?roiects  the'^^  °^'^°'.'  ^^^1^°^^'  ^°«ds  and  naviga- 

attempts  to  secure  the  suoerior  tr   ^^  ^f  ^""^  ^^  '^"^^  ^°^"  ^"d  hamlet  in 
great  metropolis  of  ImnTsXtv^3n^°^  ^^^  '°  "^^^^  ^^h  the 

General  Assembly  in  1835  and  7o"ournf°f-f  f..*'   '^^  ^'''  ^^''^^  by  the 
session  of  lS3a  ^^o^JL^ZT^:^^^  i^p-rel.-  ^^^  --- 

pro,eT?s^X;;^LrSde^"gSr:ro"ormr^""^^^   "^^   ^  ^-  ^-^e 
north  and  south  and  east  and  west  ^       transportation   facilities 

Second*th"""°"  "^  "^""'^^^  '^^"^^  -^^  ^°  be  completed. 

Wabarflowi?g%ore'so™ar^^^  *^  ^^^ash  and  Little 

to  the  southwest  ^""^^^ast,  and  the  Rock,  Illinois  and  Kaskaskia  rivers 

Nort^Ss  R:ii;o1d°beL«rOui„?v°"''H  T?'"'^'  transportation:  the 
Southern  Cross  Railroad  from  AUon  7  if  ^^^^y^"^'.  Indiana:  and  tlie 
Shawneetown  "°"  '°  '^°"'"  ^armel  and  from  Alton  to 

ocvciiLn,  Qirect  appropriations  were  to  he  m^A^  ^ 
by  these  routes    , he  money  to  be  spent  f o"  locaUnt ^al  Tm^^erni^^^^^ 
and  STaSS^TetS:^^^^^^^^^  -perienld  en  Leenng 

The  canal  was  compl'eted,  a  por'^n  ofVeTorth'So^  p'-,'""  P^°^'-^- 
operation  by  the  State,  scattered  rights  of  u..,k  ?  ?'  Railroad  put  into 
and  still  later,  the  Illinois  Centraf  Raiiord^builttn'^r^""^'^  ^"^^^P"-' 
There  was  no  correlation  of  roads  in  Tlli?^  .  ,  !  °"^  ^^'^°  ^°  Chicago. 
1919  was  laid  out,  and  it  ?I  sSll  mpossSiTto  "t^^^  'i'k^^''^-  """^^  ^>^^^^-  °f 
across  most  sections  of  the  State.       P°'''ble  to  travel  by  rail  east  and  west 
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Weeks,  Raymond 

Boy's  own  arithmetic         ly-''^ 
511         Subject  headings 
1.     Arithmetic 

Williams-EUis,  Amabel  (Strachey) 

Men  who  found  out         19^0 
920         Subject  headings 

1.  Science— History 

2.  Scientists 


Dutton 


Coward-McCann 
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Science  Fiction— 

ConkUn,  Groff,  ed. 

Best  of  science  fiction 
S  C.        Subject  headings 

1.  Sciences — Fiction 

2.  Short  stories. 

Healy,  Raymond  J.  and  McComas,  J-  J^f  "^'^^^dom  House 

Adventures  in  time  and  space         19^0 
S  C.        Subject  headings 

1.  Science — Fiction 

2.  Short  stories. 


$3.00 


$2.95 


Pamphlets — 

Evans,  Ray  and  Kle-,  Alfred  M.  ^ 

Science  is  in  the  air         lyt/ 

500 

Parker,  Bertha  Morris 

Scientists  and  his  tools         1944         Row 

500 

Pfeiffer,  John  Macmillan 

Science  m  your  lite         iy->y 


.25^ 
.32^ 

.75<f 


Magazines — 

Science  illustrated         monthly 

McGraw-Hill  Publishing  Company 
330  W.  42nd  Street 
New  York  18,  N.  Y. 

Science  News  Letter         weekly 
Science  Service  Incorporated 
1719  N  Street,  N.  W. 
Washington  6,  D.  C. 

Popular  Science  Monthly 

Popular  Science  Monthly 
353  4th  Avenue 
New  York  10,  N.  Y. 


$3.00 


$5.00 
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THE  FIRST  STATE  CHARITABLE  INSTITUTION  OF 

ILLINOIS:  THE  PRESENT  STATE  SCHOOL  FOR 

THE  DEAF,  JACKSONVILLE 

Illinois'  oldest  State  charitable  institution  celebrated  its  centennial  in 
1939.  The  Illinois  Asylum  for  the  Education  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  was 
chartered  as  a  private  school  for  deaf  children,  with  State  aid  for  indigent 
pupils.  In  1849  the  State  took  over  the  institution,  opening  the  school  free 
of  charge  to  all  deaf  and  dumb  residents  of  suitable  age  and  capacity.  The 
same  year  the  first  State  Hospital  for  the  Insane,  also  at  Jacksonville,  was 
created,  thus  acknowledging  the  State's  responsibility  for  the  care  and  re- 
habilitation of  its  defectives. 

These  two  institutions  were  the  forerunners  of  the  present  nine  major 
State  hospitals  for  the  insane,  two  State  colonies  for  feeble-minded,  the 
Neuropsychiatric  Institute  and  Security  Hospital,  the  seven  schools  for  the 
deaf  and  blind  and  veterans'  children,  homes  for  disabled  veterans  and  their 
widows,  the  research  hospitals  and  welfare  programs  of  various  sorts  under 
the  direction  of  the  present  Department  of  Public  Welfare.  The  State  in- 
stitutions today  house  46,000  unfortunates  and  give  aid  and  assistance  to 
thousands  more  in  need  of  help. 


140 


ILLINOIS  LIBRARIES 


/    .-  J 


^. 


■^ 


^ 


r.^. 


£,. 


0,Zi'<    ■-/?•<-  l\     Lf    ti^C 


Cl-U^'^   //t^it      t^i-isF^^ft-m 


PA^     >i    Jw      ,U'^    >> i^Ji      oU      i    f^it 


J<tJ 


'ft 


/^'/<V,      'Jk  *      '>»!* 


/: 


'     .  '  '  '  /       ■         ■  '■     .  ■         .-  ~ 


FEBRUARY   1950 


141 


'1^ 


/' 


.^j«i 


MJ. 


■^e\    4<j 


,Kf^     h-r,, 


I  X'^        ^t  t^  Vf  ,'^^ 


V,  , , ^     i  •  ■ 


■-/i  ..J'lrM 


.^.. 


>:,f         'I-,,/ 


V     ^6  <-'',; 


// 


//-J?^ 


^f ,  CHICAGO  AT  THE  TIME  OF  LINCOLN'S  FIRST  VISIT.  Lincoln  was   one  6S 

^t.  three  delegates  f  rom  Sangamon  Co.  to  the  great  River  and  Harbor  Con- 
vention,^  There  he  met  Greeley,  Weed,  and  other  men  of  significance. 
Chicago   had  16,000   inhabitants   then  I      Bvl.p.386 


-^^^  J.  >/^-^ 
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